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this season’s highlights

Beep

Inside the Unseen World of Baseball
for the Blind
DAVID WANCZYK

March 2018 224pp
9780804011891 HB £20.99
Ohio University Press
In Beep, David Wanczyk
illuminates the sport of blind
baseball to show us a remarkable
version of America’s pastime. With
balls tricked out to squeal three
times per second, and with bases
that buzz, this game of baseball
for the blind is both innovative
and intense. And when the best
beep baseball team in America,
the Austin Blackhawks, takes on its
international rival, Taiwan
Homerun, no one’s thinking about
disability. What we find are
athletes playing their hearts out
for a championship. Wanczyk
follows teams around the world
and even joins them on the field
to produce a riveting inside
narrative about the game and its
players.

Pigskin Nation

How the NFL Remade American
Politics
JESSE BERRETT

April 2018 304pp
9780252083327 PB £19.99
9780252041709 HB £79.00
Sport and Society
University of Illinois Press
Explores pro football's new place
in the zeitgeist of the 1960s and
1970s. The NFL's brilliant harnessing of the sports-media complex,
combined with a nimble curation
of its official line, brought different
visions of the same game to both
Main Street and the ivory tower.
Politicians, meanwhile, spouted
gridiron jargon as their handlers
co-opted the NFL's gift for spectacle and mythmaking to shape a
potent new politics that in essence
became pro football. Governing,
entertainment, news, elections,
celebrity—all put aside old loyalties to pursue the mass audience
captured by the NFL's alchemy of
presentation, television, and highstepping style. An invigorating appraisal of a dynamic era, Pigskin
Nation reveals how pro football
created the template for a future
that became our present.

The Burden of
Over-representation

Race, Sport, and Philosophy
GRANT FARRED

July 2018 258pp
9781439911433 PB £27.99
9781439911426 HB £79.00
Temple University Press
The Burden of Over-representation
artfully explores three curious
racial moments in sport: Jackie
Robinson's expletive at a Dodgers
spring training game; the
transformation of a formality into
an event at the end of the 1995
rugby World Cup in South Africa;
and a spectral moment at the 2010
FIFA World Cup. Grant Farred
examines the connotations at play
in these moments through the
lenses of race, politics, memory,
inheritance and conciliation,
deploying a surprising cast of
figures in Western thought,
ranging from Jacques Derrida and
Friedrich Nietzsche to Judith
Butler, William Shakespeare, and
Jesus-the-Christ. Farred makes
connection and creates meaning
through the forces at play and the
representational burdens of team,
country and race
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The Soccer Diaries

An American's Thirty-Year Pursuit of
the International Game
MICHAEL J. AGOVINO

May 2018 312pp
3 photos, 1 illus.
9781496205971 NIP £15.99
University of Nebraska Press
Although soccer had long been
the world’s game when Michael J.
Agovino first encountered it in
1982, here it was just a poor cousin
to American football. But as
Agovino himself passionately
pursued soccer, Americans got
wise and turned it into one of the
most popular sports in the country.
Agovino’s love affair with soccer is
a portrait of the game’s culture and
an intimate history of the sport’s
coming of age in the United
States. Agovino’s quest takes him
from the unkempt field in the
Bronx where he taught himself to
play to some of the sport’s most
storied venues and historic
matches. Offering the perspective
of fan, pickup player, and
journalist, Agovino chronicles his
obsession with the sport and its
phenomenal evolution.

American Colossus

Big Bill Tilden and the Creation of
Modern Tennis
ALLEN M. HORNBLUM
FOREWORD BY JOHN NEWCOMBE

Creating the Big Ten
Courage, Corruption, and
Commercialization
WINTON U SOLBERG

March 2018 520pp
30 photos, index
9780803288119 HB £32.00
University of Nebraska Press
A flamboyant player, Tilden didn’t
just play; he performed with a style
that separated him from others.
But, after he left competitive
tennis, he was arrested after an incident involving an underage boy.
This book is a thorough account of
his life, bringing a much-needed
look back at a great athlete.

March 2018 304pp
9780252083242 PB £23.99
9780252041594 HB £79.00
University of Illinois Press
Explores the relationship between
higher education and collegiate
football in the Big Ten’s first fifty
years. Despite the conference’s
successful early efforts to put the
best interests of institutions and
athletics first, Solberg shows how
commercial concerns undid such
work after World War I as sports
increasingly eclipsed academics.

The Age of Ruth and Landis

The Curse of the Indie 500

The Economics of Baseball during the
Roaring Twenties
DAVID GEORGE SURDAM &
MICHAEL J. HAUPERT

June 2018 402pp
25 tables, 2 appendixes, index
9780803296824 HB £36.00
University of Nebraska Press
Throughout the 1920s, Major
League Baseball remained a
mixture of competition and cooperation. By analyzing the economic
and financial aspects of Major
League Baseball, the authors show
how baseball during the 1920s experienced both strife and prosperity, innovation and conservatism.

1958's Tragic Legacy
STAN SUTTON

April 2018 194pp
19 b&w illus.
9781684350001 PB £13.99
9781684350018 HB £48.00
Red Lightning Books
On May 30, 1958, thousands of
racing fans poured into the infield
at dawn to claim the best seats of
the Indianapolis 500, unaware that
they were going to witness one of
the most notorious wrecks in history. Veteran sportswriter Stan Sutton profiles the ill-fated race and
the careers of the drivers involved,
highlighting their lives in the
dangerous world of auto racing.

Harvey Penick

In Pursuit of Pennants

January 2018 368pp
9781477315491 PB £13.99
University of Texas Press
In Harvey Penick, Kevin Robbins
tells the story of this legendary
steward of the game. An elegy to
golf’s greatest teacher and an
inquiry into his simple, influential
teachings, as well as a history of
golf over the past century, Harvey
Penick is an exquisitely written
sports biography.

April 2018 504pp
31 photos, 12 tables,
6 charts, 1 appendix, index
9781496206015 NIP £20.99
University of Nebraska Press
The Moneyball strategy is not the
first example of how innovative
management has transformed how
teams are assembled. This title
analyzes winning baseball teams
over the past hundred years, focusing on their decision making and
how they assembled their teams.

Walter Camp and the
Creation of American
Football

Writing the Body in Motion

The Life and Wisdom of the Man Who
Wrote the Book on Golf
KEVIN ROBBINS
FOREWORD BY BEN CRENSHAW

ROGER R. TAMTE

July 2018 368pp
9780252041617 HB £19.99
University of Illinois Press
Tamte tells the engrossing but forgotten life story of Walter Camp,
the man contemporaries called
"the father of American football."
He charts Camp's leadership as
American players moved away
from rugby and tells the story behind the remarkably inventive rule
change that, in Camp's own words,
was "more important than all the
rest of the legislation combined."

Baseball Operations from Deadball to
Moneyball
MARK L. ARMOUR &
DANIEL R. LEVITT

A Critical Anthology on Canadian
Sport Literature
EDITED BY ANGIE ABDOU &
JAMIE DOPP

May 2018 248pp
9781771992282 PB £29.99
Athabasca University Press
Offers introductory essays on the
most commonly taught Canadian
sport literature texts. The contributions sketch the state of current
scholarship, highlight recurring
themes and patterns, and offer
close readings of key works. Organized chronologically by source
text, the essays offer a variety of
ways to read, consider, teach, and
write about sport literature.

